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he Premiere, presided over by event chair Twyla

Reed Martin, drew an A-list roster of 500 Dodge

College friends and Orange County arts patrons

as well as Hollywood celebrities for an evening

of entertainment, gourmet dining, and four

themed after parties in celebration of the rise 

to national and international distinction of

Dodge College of Film and Media Arts.

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger joined 

Oscar-nominated actresses Virginia Madsen and

Angela Bassett at a ceremony in the building's

500-seat theater. Madsen received the Art of

Film Award for her inspirational roles in film.

Bassett received the Dream Maker Award for

her support for education and the arts. Also

appearing on the red carpet were actors Shohreh

Aghdashloo, Tom Arnold, and Courtney B. Vance

as well as Wheel of Fortune hostess Vanna White.

“This was the best black tie event in Orange

County history,” says Dodge College Campaign

Chair Paul Folino. “It reinforced Knott Studios

and Dodge College becoming the best film school

on the planet! The visibility and recognition 

we received positions us well for the financial

support we'll need for the next phase of the

development of the school, which was articulated

very well by Jim Doti in his remarks, when 

he said, ‘I think the best is still yet to come 

for Knott Studios and Dodge College.’”

“We are truly indebted to the committee that

spent more than a year planning this spectacular

event,” says Dean Bob Bassett. “Twyla Martin in

particular was beyond tireless in attending to

every detail to make the evening one that will

stand out in Orange County for years to come.

Paul Folino, Paul and Cyrus Makarechian, Kris

Elftmann and Pat Jones were also pivotal in the

success of this wonderful gala celebration.”

As President Jim Doti wrote to Mrs. Martin, “I

am still on a high from the great success of the

Premiere. Please know my heartfelt gratitude

for not only reflecting credit on the Dodge

College and the university but for generating

funds that will help students and faculty for

many years to come. In many ways, you will

have an important impact on the lives of people

far beyond what you might consider possible.” 
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Dodge College Premiere

Brings to OC
T

A blinding barrage of 

camera flashes greeted

celebrity guests walking 

the red carpet at The

Premiere, the gala opening

of Dodge College, as

Hollywood came to the OC

for a truly spectacular, 

star-studded evening.

WOW! What a night!...

what an extravaganza. 

KRIS ELFTMANN

A FLAWLESS evening.

MARALOU AND JERRY HARRINGTON

A breathtakingly beautiful evening 

with a very special ‘family.’

MARY ROOSEVELT

Amazing, starting with the red carpet. 

We all felt like stars! 

VICTORIA PRISMANTAS

A historic event for the County 

that will be remembered for a 

long time. 

SANDI JACKSON

An absolutely STELLAR event. 

You really made a splash. 

JOHN KUMP, ESCADA USA

The entire evening was an A+. 

We had way too much fun. I can't 

remember how long it’s bed at 1:30 

a.m., and on a rainy night no less.

NANCY BALDWIN

It was the greatest party 

I’ve been to in 40 years. 

NANCY WYNNE

This magical night will last 

in our memories forever. 

SANDY AND DAVID STONE

The best event I’ve attended in years.

JERRY MANDEL

It was the most wonderful 

event we’ve ever been to.

PAT AND CARL NEISSER

Upcoming Dodge College events:

April 20: Women in Focus conference, 

featuring Production Design — the art of 

creating the worlds of film. Hear from 

production designers who have worked on

films including Seabiscuit, Snow Falling 

on Cedars, L.A. Confidential, The Witches

of Eastwick, Terms of Endearment, On

Golden Pond, Sideways, and many others.

Call 714.997.6766 for information and 

reservations. Admission is free.

Graduation Films Screenings: Thesis films

by graduating students in the Conservatory

of Motion Pictures will be screened at 7 p.m.

in the Folino Theater, March 30, April 13 and

27, May 11. Free and open to the public.

Larry and Kristina Dodge

Professor Janell Shearer

and Dean Bob Bassett

Marion Knott

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, who promised “I’ll be back” at the Knott Studios 

groundbreaking in October, 2004, kept his promise when he returned to the Premiere. 

Prior to the evening, the Governor joined students to film a segment for a video for the event that found him 

teaching a class about the importance of marketing. Schwarzenegger mentioned one exception to his rule about 

the importance of marketing, citing a sequel as one instance where an audience is often built in for a film. 

He then revealed a poster of himself and Jim Doti in Twins 2, following up on a joke he and the President

shared at the groundbreaking about casting Doti in the Danny DiVito role in the sequel to Twins.

At the end of the video, Doti and Schwarzenegger appeared on stage in matching outfits, including

sunglasses and crutches (as the Governor continues on his crutches following a skiing accident).

Doti then presented the Governor with the first star on the Dodge College Walk of Fame.Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 

with President James L. Doti

        



Jim Doti, Twyla Martin, Al Molina

Courtney B. Vance and Angela BassettDon and Deedee Sodaro

Glenn and Mindy Stearns

Jim and Nancy Baldwin

Stacey Physioc and Paul and Daranne Folino

Sandy Stone and Lynette Hayde  

Dinner entertainment

Jerry and Maralou Harrington Sandy and Harriet Sandhu

Joan and Robert Sobel

Virginia Madsen and Vanna White Larry and Debbie Bridges

Kristina and Larry Dodge and students

Nancy and Donald Wynne 

Marybelle and Paul Musco Paul Makarechian and Anna Lake

Chuck and Twyla Martin

Frank and JoAnne Grienke Doy and Dee Henley

John Tu’s band performed at one of the four after-parties

Shelby Roos and Tom Arnold 


